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it was not unduly crowded. Now, however, the sanitation of the Location is
- nobody's business. The Town Council is expected to look after the whole
place,, but it has hopelessly failed for want of management and proper
staff* Dr. Porter, we are aware, is anxious to do all he can, but he has
not the funds at his disposal to place a sweeper on each Stand. All that
he has done and can do is to increase the number of inspectors. That,
however, is hardly enough. If the condition we have described above had
been the condition of the Location be[forc expropriation]1 there would
ha[ve certainly been a] howl from all parts as to the habits of the British
Indians and thefir] neglect of sanitation. It was Major O'Meara who struck
the first note and condemned what is now termed the Insanitary Area,
including the Location. Dr. Porter took up the strain and painted the
Location in the blackest colours. Both Major O'Meara and Dr. Porter
contended that the existence of the Area, and especially the Location,
was an ever-present, immediate danger to the health of the town, and they
advised that not a moment should be lost in sweeping away the whole of
the site. And yet the site is there, only it is much worse than it was before,
and this cannot be denied either by the worthy Doctor or the Town Council.
What, then, could have been the meaning of the term "immediate danger"
every reader can guess for himself. The reports published in the Johannes-
burg newspapers, moreover, go to shew that the settlement of a new site
and improvement arc as far off as ever. The proposal of the Public Health
Committee has been resented by the inhabitants of Brixton and other
parts of Johannesburg. The Town Council has received a deputation
and a petition presented to it. There is, therefore, no doubt that the latest
proposal of the Public Health Committee is not by any means the last.
Not that it matters much because, if we arc not mistaken, the British
Indians would simply decline to remove to a place which is totally worthless
for trade purposes. Ail the objections raised to it ia 18992 are equally sound
today. But the deputation teaches a lesson which it is well to understand*
The Health Committee advises that the present Kaffir Location be utilised
for the habitation of the Indians. The gentlemen in Brixton resisted the
proposal and they were successful They are now again objecting to the
second recommendation, and we learn that the Town Council has, instead
of accepting the proposal of the Public Health Committee, adjourned its
discussion for a personal inspection of the proposed site. We shall not,
therefore, be at all surprised if the recommendation of the Public Health
Committee is shelved. The inhabitants of Brixton and the surrounding
area, therefore, have merely to persist in their objection, and it will be
respected. la the meanwhile, the poor Indian must patiently wait. Argu-
ments advanced by the petitioners arc quite in keeping with the [present
attitude of Europeans towards the British Ind]ians. We [may]3 $otc in passing
that a clergyman, the Reverend Mr* Brown, acted as spokesman for the
1  The original is mutilated,
2  me VoL III, pp. 63 tt **q.
3  Word dSkced in the original